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IN THIS ISSUE

Nine years ago, when I began editing OPREE, I could not have imagined that as many
as three contributors in a single issue would be Eastern Europeans or Soviets, much less that
they would all write out of a Marxist perspective. But many things are happening in· the
world, and more specifically in the area of OPREE's focus, which could not have been
dreamed of at the time. Changes in Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union are so rapid that
a writer and an editor are eager to see articles published as soon as possible lest they become
out-dated. Sometimes I receive an article which is quite "revolutionary," novel, trend-setting,
and by the time it comes out (and, indeed, efforts are made to publish speedily, so much so
that at times the process of translating, typing, copy-editing and proof-reading suffers in
quality), so many things have happened that the reader may find the article less surprising.
OPREE, of course, is not a news magazine, and we need not be concerned about
newsworthiness, but nevertheless our readers, if mindful of the context in which the time of
writing, rather than the time of publishing took place, would even more appreciate the
significance of the material contained in this and other issues.
The first article is by Professor Tamas Foldesi of Budapest, a previous contributor. Those
of us who know Professor Foldesi see him in the forefront of Marxist scholars promoting
human rights. The article was not intended primarily for Western consumption; it was
delivered at a conference in Warsaw and constitutes an abbreviated version of a book which
he published in Hungary earlier this year. Prof. Foldesi does not have two profiles, one for
the West and one for the East. I have observed him raising difficult questions in regard to
human rights and religious liberties not only to the more dogmatically inclined Marxists,
including bureaucrats, but also to those Christians who seem more timid about asserting the
importance of human rights. In his article he charts the different trends within Hungarian
Marxism both on interpretation of religion as well as on human rights and religious liberties.
Nikola Skledar, a Yugoslav professor of the younger generation, provides an overview
of the Yugoslav Marxist scholarly approach to religion not very different from Foldesi's. He
makes frequent comparisons between Christian and Marxist approaches and clearly urges a
dialogue of the two partners neither of whom have a guarantee that their views will prevail,
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but both of whom have a chance to contribute to the humanization of the world. Skledar's
analysis shows how the previous approaches to religion by Engels, Lenin and Stalin and even
Marx are surpassed by the protagonists of the open-minded Yugoslav Marxist theoreticians
of religion. He also points out that they are by no means isolated in that search but part of
a wider revision of Marxist scholarship.
The term "post-Marxism," mentioned somewhat marginally by Skledar, raises the question
as to whether anything but sterile sloganism is left of the old Marxist approach to religion.
In the days when there is a massive crisis not only in socialist countries but in world-wide
Marxist ideology (with the exception of ruling Marxist circles in North Korea, China,
Albania, Romania, and similar "fortress mentality" countries and among Third-World
Marxists), one must ask how many of the Marxist "verities" will survive in the modern world.
Surely it is as foolish to predict the death of Marxism as it was to predict the death of
Christianity, but it is evident that both movements have been going through monumental
changes. And just as it became possible for non-Christians to talk intelligently to Christians
of the "post-Christian era," so it seems to become more and more possible for non-Marxists
to talk intelligently to Marxists in the "post-Marxist era." It is fruitful to contemplate which
features have Christianity and Marxism lost that make them more
attractive to potential partners than when they were not wrecked by crises. Both movements
may ultimately come out healthier in their "post-periods."
The third piece is by a young research scholar of the Institute for the Scientific Study of
Atheism in Moscow, Dr. Sergei Deriugin.

Once upon a time that institute's task was to

promote atheism in a propagandistic and militant manner and to show the errors of religion.
Today "new thinking" has affected scholars of that institute so that at least some of them seek
dialogue with believers not only on concrete political and socio-economic topics but even on
the more profound worldview questions (philosophical, moral, and spiritual).
Bill Yoder, another previous contributor who lived in West Berlin for many years, now
continuing his studies in Chicago, still keeps us informed about his favorite subject: church
life in the German Democratic Republic. In the G.D.R. there is far more enthusiasm about
perestroika and glasnost among church people than in the government and party leadership
circles. Hence the conflict, particularly by the leadership and alternative groups patronized
by the church with the government leaders, continues among many unresolved problems.
The current mass exodus of East Germans and the recent appeal by the Protestant church
leaders to the government for reforms which took place after Yoder wrote the article only
accentuate the severity of the crisis.
Finally we present a book review by Prof. Joseph Loya on the Millennium of Christianity
recently celebrated by the various spiritual descendants of Prince Vladimir of Kiev. Loya,
himself a Ukrainian Catholic and member of the Augustinian order specializing in Eastern
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church affairs, reviews the book by the Anglican, FranCis House, published by a Russian
Orthodox Seminary, thus symptomatic of the ecumenical character of our time.
Paul Mojzes, Editor
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